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Words: Rorate Caeli, adpated
Music arrangement: David Lee

Let justice pour down from the heavens
From Isaiah 45:8 and other verses

Words: © 2021, 2025 David Lee
Music arrangement: © 2010–2021 David Lee

RORATE CAELI (adapted)

Plainchant has a non-rhythmic feel and no time signature.
This adaptation preserves that feel but with a time signature,
albeit an unusual one, which the accompanist and cantors
should follow, without presenting rigidity.
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The ancient plainsong hymn "Rorate Caeli", set for Advent,
has an antiphon (response) from Is.45:8.  The hymn's verses
spring from Is.64:9-11, 64:6-7, 16:1 and elsewhere in Isaiah.

Advent Prose: alternative third verse (from Is.43:10-13):

    3  Be | witness now, says the | Lord,
            and be my | servant whom I have | chosen: know and be-|lieve:
        I a-|lone am Lord and be-|side me there is none | other to be your Saviour;
            what my | hand has grasped none can | snatch away.


